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Art. IV. Reports of Cases. By J. Young, M. D. of Chester, 
Delaware County, Pennsylvania. 

CASE I. Effects of lightning. —On the evening of June 14th, 1832, 
the house of Mr. C. Levis was stricken with lightning. One of his 
(laughters, aged thirteen, was sitting on a chair in the door-way be¬ 
tween two adjoining rooms, down the post, or frame of which, a por¬ 
tion of the electric fluid passed from an upper room; the child and 
chair were thrown several feet, and she fell, and remained senseless 
until I saw her, which was in about an hour after the occurrence. 
When I arrived, a number of neighbours had collected, and in the 
confusion of the moment, they were all calling on me to hurry and 
bleed her. I had never seen a case of the kind before, and had not 
acquired by reading or otherwise, any fixed ideas concerning the 
treatment of such cases; and from the bustle attendant on this case, 
it afforded but slight opportunity for cool reflexion and determination; 
acting however on the surgical maxim, festina lenlc, while they were 
procuring bandage, &c. for bleeding, a serious doubt arose on the 
propriety of bleeding, under the circumstances attending it. The 
patient appeared to me to be in a situation entirely similar to many 
cases of severe concussion from blows, falls, &c. that I had witnessed. 
She was entirely insensible to evert' external impression, with deep, 
slow, interrupted respiration; the relaxation of the muscular system 
was complete; the pulse, as to fullness, was nearly natural, it was 
soft, very easily compressible, and very slow, being only about 60, 
ns near as could be ascertained by a second watch; the pupil was 
sensible, though fully dilated; I believed to bleed under such circum¬ 
stances, before reaction took place, would effectually prevent it, and 
instantly resolved to treat it as a case of concussion from any other 
cause, with the exception of dashing cold water on the head with my 
hand, a practice I had somewhere seen, or heard recommended, but 
have forgotten the authority; and I only resorted to it for the sake of 
doing something to satisfy the bystanders and parents, without expect¬ 
ing much good to result. In this however I was most satisfactorily 
disappointed. In less than half a minute, the patient began to toss 
about and moan for the first time since the accident; by a continuance 
of the dashing for about five minutes, she appeared so much aroused, 
as was evinced by crying, endeavouring to talk, though without being 
able, tossing, and shrinking from the cold, that we discontinued its 
use, had her wet clothes taken off, and had her put to bed and covered 
up warm. After this, she was alternately still, and inclined to doze 
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and sleep for a minute or two at a time, then to roll from side to 
side, moan, and seemed in great distress; the surface was cold, but 
the pulse harder, more frequent and quick; the pupils were con¬ 
tracted, and every thing indicated a change, approaching to reaction, 
to have taken place; I remained with her till 2 o’clock, A. M. when 
■t was established, she could talk and explain her sensations; she 
complained of very severe pain in the head, and I now apprehended 
danger from the opposite quarter, to anticipate which, I bled her to 
twenty ounces by estimate, keeping my finger on the pulse, and 
not stopping till there was a perceptible change in it; her head was 
bathed with cool vinegar, and as her feet were yet cold, they were 
enveloped in wetted horse-radish leaves; in half an hour she sunk 
into a composed, comfortable sleep, from which she did not rouse till 
lalf-past 7 o’clock. Finding the pulse again too active, and the pa¬ 
tient still complaining of some head-ache, I again bled her twelve 
ounces, ordered a dose of Epsom salts to be given in three or four 
lours, with some other directions concerning diet, stillness, &c. and 
eft her, with a request to be sent for, if it was thought necessary. 

I heard no more form her for a week, when she had almost entirely- 
recovered lrom all the effects of the injury. 

Fortunately, accidents of this kind arc not frequent, but still they 
are sufficiently so to render fixed principles in their treatment desira¬ 
ble. If any thing of the kind exists, I, and perhaps many others, are 
ignorant of where to find them; in fact, 1 do not recollect readin- 
any thing concerning it in any medical work, although elaborate es- 
says may exist; situated in the country, and engaged in the laborious 
occupation of a country practice, we have not the facilities for re¬ 
ference oi city practitioners. If, however, we are justifiable in draw¬ 
ing conclusive inferences from our case, I believe the correct princi¬ 
ple to act on, is to wait for reaction before venturing to bleed, and 
to promote the taking place of this by cold water dashed on the head. 
* uer y- _ Might not this cold dashing be serviceable in cases of severe 
concussion from falls, blows, &c. when the patient lies for hours, and 
even days before reaction comes on? I have not had an opportunity 

o vying it, since I witnessed its ell'ect in the above case, but I think 
it worth a trial. 


Case II. Gunshot wound complicated ivith burn.— Robert Sutter 
Sept 25th, 1831, in withdrawing the load from a large horseman’s 
pistol, discharged the whole contents through the left hand; he had 
drawn the wad from the shot, and turned the muzzle into his hand to 
receive the shot, but it not running dawn, he struck the muzzle into 
ie palm of the hand to shake it down, when the percussion caused 
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it to go off, and the load passed through the hand. I saw him in an 
hour after, he was pale, and could not sit up without fainting, although 
he had not lost an ounce of blood. The metacarpal bone and the 
flexor and extensor tendons of the finger next the small one were gone 
entirely; the finger with its connexion to the small one remained, but 
these two fingers were torn laterally from the ring-finger, the meta¬ 
carpal bone of which was fractured near the middle, as was that of 
the small finger. In the palm of the.hand, when the parts were ap¬ 
proximated, there only appeared a ragged cut running from the mid¬ 
dle to the roots of the thumb, forefinger, and the small finger; the 
back of the hand was literally torn to pieces. The fractured bones 
and their extensors were denuded, as was the metacarpal bone and 
tendons of the forefinger, the whole two was completely blackened 
with the burnt powder. On first examining it, the only idea that 
occurred to me was, that the hand must be amputated, for it appeared 
entirely improbable, if not impossible, that nature could ever restore 
such a mangled, blackened mass of flesh as it appeared, in such a 
manner as to be of any use to the unfortunate possessor of it. Having 
known some instances however of the wonderful powers of nature in 
restoring lesions, I thought it advisable to defer it, on the grounds 
that it could be done in a few days, if it was found absolutely neces¬ 
sary, after trying to restore it by proper means. Believing the third 
finger would be worse than useless, without a metacarpal bone or 
tendons, I removed it with a scalpel, (the parts were so benumbed, 
that in doing this, the patient knew nothing of it, until some days 
after he discovered when I was dressing it, that one finger was mis¬ 
sing;) after this I cleansed the parts as well as I could, drew the 
sides of tlie small finger and ring-finger together, and retained them 
with adhesive strips; I then drew the lacerated fragments of skin 
together, so as to cover as much of the exposed surfaces as possible, 
and retained them with strips; the ends of the fractured bones were 
placed in apposition, and a piece of sole-leather fitted to the palm of 
the hand; anointed the whole hand well with castor oil, and enveloped 
it in raw cotton. It was not opened till the third day. I was ap¬ 
prehensive on one hand of tetanus, and on the other of sphacelus; I 
accordingly watched his symptoms with care, sometimes giving lau¬ 
danum when required, and regulating the bowels, diet, &c. On 
the third day it was dressed, and from its appearance, taken in con¬ 
nexion with the state of the system, I was encouraged to hope for a 
more favourable termination than I at all anticipated at first view. 
Suppuration had not commenced, but I felt satisfied it would; dres¬ 
sing, the same as before, and over the external dressing an envelope 
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of thick muslin cloth, to be kept moist with warm water. In two 
days more it was suppurating kindly, and from this time till it was 
entirely healed, not an unpleasant symptom occurred; the fractured 
bones united; the cavity occasioned by the absence of the metacarpal 
bone above referred to, filled up, and on the 31st of October, being 
one month and five days after the accident, I dismissed him cured, 
with a very tolerable hand, at least such a one as he is enabled to 
work at his trade with, that of a shoemaker, and he lately informed 
me, that he “ dont know but that he can work as well, and as fast, 
as before it happened.” 

I his case is only interesting, as it furnishes another example of 
the great powers of nature in restoring complicated lacerations. Had 
I yielded to the first suggestions of my own mind, which were se¬ 
conded by the popular voice of perhaps twenty individuals who had 
assembled, not one of whom believed it could “ ever be cured so as 
to be of any use to him,” and amputated the hand for the sake of 
gratifying a little vanity, perhaps it may be called, to which too 
many of us I fear are prone, what an irreparable injury the poor lad 
would have sustained. Instead of being able, as he now will be, to 
support himself reputably by his trade, his only resource would have 
been a miserable subsistence in some of our public Alms-houses. 

As I alluded to amputations above, I will here refer to a case of 
a young man, whose family is prone to scrofulous diseases, who, 
about eight years ago, in getting on a horse, sprained his ankle slight¬ 
ly; he paid little regard to it at the time, but next day it was swollen 
to the knee, and very much infiamed; his mother used domestic means 
with it for three or four days, when finding she could not relieve it, 

I was requested to see it. On my first visit I found an evident fluc¬ 
tuation down by the outer side of the tibia; with an abscess lancet I 
opened the tumour, and it discharged more than a pint of thin flocculent 
matter streaked with blood; from that time the patient had hectic fever, 
chills and sweats, with loss of appetite, and rapid emaciation; his leg 
continued to discharge an unhealthy pus, from three openings which 
took place in the course of the tibia within about a month, and finally 
large fleshy granulations were thrown out; on probing it, the bone 
was found rough, and diseased from the ankle, to within two inches 
of the knee-joint. I prescribed tonics, opiates, and nourishing diet 
to keep up his strength, and to restrain a colliquative diarrhoea, 
which had become frequent and troublesome; he at times had too, a 
troublesome cough, with a copious muco-purulent expectoration. The 
case was altogether an hopeless one. This was the first occasion 
upon which I had ever been called into the family. In perhaps six 
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months after his accession of his disease, the physician who had for¬ 
merly attended the family, happened to pass, and hearing of the indis¬ 
position of the young man, called as a friend to see him; he found 
him bed-ridden, coughing and spitting, his leg discharging, and hectic. 
Under all these circumstances, he insisted on the propriety of ampu¬ 
tation. He wished to visit the patient in consultation; we met, 1 
resisted the amputation, on the ground that if we did amputate he 
would die with consumption of the lungs, and that it was doubtful 
whether the stump would heal on account of the exhausted state of 
tile system, and the tendency to scrofula; in short, that if he could 
not be cured without the operation, he could not by it. We met no 
more, 1 continued in attendance, and after a long struggle, (more 
than a year,) the powers of his system, aided by medicines which 
were varied from time to time, according to the circumstances of the 
case, began to exert themselves successfully, and his cough, diarrhoea, 
and hectic, all disappeared; he got to exercising on crutches, and the 
disease assumed entirely a local character. On the 20th of October, 
1827, I cut down to, and removed about two-thirds of the whole ca¬ 
liber of the tibia, which from the epiphysis downward was spongy, and 
like a honeycomb in substance; in a short time this healed up, and 
a new bone has since formed. From that time till the present, occa¬ 
sional fragments have been detached from the remaining portion, and 
there is yet a small portion to be discharged; but the patient runs about 
on it without crutch or cane, and attends to his occupation; he is the 
son of a farmer, and assists his father in conducting and managing 
the farm. He has repeatedly expressed his satisfaction to me, and 
thanked me for my firmness in resisting the operation, assuring me 
that his leg is far preferable to a stump or a wooden-leg. 

Case 111. Chorea sancti viti .—Since my former communication 
in your journal on this disease, 1 have treated another case of it. A 
brother, aged seventeen, of the young lady whose case is there des¬ 
cribed, was attacked May 20th, 1832, in one side. His health was 
perfectly good, and no clue as to the seat of the latent irritation 
causing the disease could be ascertained. Without administering 
even a cathartic, or any other medicine, he was put on the use of the 
pulverized root of the Actea racemosa, a tea-spoonful three times a 
day. He was getting worse from day to day before commencing the 
use of it, but it appeared to arrest its progress almost at once. After 
using it only two days he was visibly benefited, and was entirely 
cured in five days. He remains well, and no one of those formerly 
treated with it have had any return. 

6 * 
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Case IV. Partial congestion of the brain.— Mrs. II. was delivered 
of a dead fcctus at the seventh month of gestation, on the 10th of May 
last Things went on favourably for nine or ten days. The lochia 
ceased suddenly and she was attacked with violent pain in the an¬ 
terior part of the head; I was called in haste, and on my arrival, 
supposed the pain in the head might be owing to that cause, and pre¬ 
scribed accordingly; next day the lochia had returned and she was 
much better, and continued so for three days, when I was again 
called in haste to her. I now found her in excessive pain under the 
e t P ar| etal protuberance, extending downwards and forwards to the 
ear and eye of the left side, and entirely unable to speak, except in 
monosyllables. She was entirely rational, had the free use of her 
tongue, and appeared to comprehend every thing said to her, but 
could not reply to any thing further than yes, or no, correctly. She 
had not lost the recollection of words, but the power of connecting 
them into sentences: thus, when I asked her where the situation of 
tile pain was, she laid her hand on the side of her head, and said 
U ’t® house dog mother,” and I stopped her, and asked, have 
you pain in any other part of the head, she said, no; is it very severe? 
jes, she replied. I asked if she had pain in any other part than the 
head, she said, no. But when asked any question that required more 
than one word, as yes, or no, for answer, she ran on with a string of 
entirely disconnected monosyllables till stopped, when sometimes she 
would burst into tears from the consciousness of her inability to make 
herself understood, or to give correct answers. Her bowels were 
rather torpid; tongue clean and natural; the countenance natural; the 
pulse soft, slow and regular; the lochia had again ceased; the stomach 
occasionally nauseated; no thirst. I ordered ten grains of calomel, 
divided in five powders, one every hour, to be carried oft’ with oil; 
warm vinegar, and camphorated vinegar to the head; fomentations 
to tlie pubes, and pediluvia of salt water; drink pennyroyal or cat¬ 
mint tea; diet, gruel or panada; entire quietness, the room to be 
kept ventilated, and well shaded. 

Next day she was much as before. When I asked her how arc 
you this morning? I received for answer, “ I—cant, no, fire, town;” 

I stopped her, and asked, are you any better? she said no. I asked 
a number of questions, to all of which she replied in such disjointed 
sentences, that I did not perceive any change for the better. I or¬ 
dered a continuance of the same means as yesterday, with a sinapism 
to the neck. 

At my next visit, May 26 th, she appeared a little better, inas- 
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much as the pain was less severe; she had rested better during the 
night, but could not make herself understood any better than before. 
Same treatment was continued, except a blister to the neck. 

2 7th. She is still improving; can connect two words together; 
thus, she replied, when asked how are you to day? “ I’m better.” 
How did you rest last night? “ much better,” she replied. If, how¬ 
ever, she attempted saying more than this, it was all confusion. The 
lochia has again appeared. Continue same as yesterday. 

2.8th. Could perceive a slight mercurial fcctor in the breath, and 
it was discontinued. She is gradually improving. Nothing further 
was done, save keeping the bowels free, and in two days more, the 
brain was entirely relieved, and she could converse as well as before. 
The mouth was not made sore. After she recovered so far as to con¬ 
verse, she informed us, she comprehended every thing said to her, 
but was entirely unable to recollect her ideas so as to answer; she 
knew that she did not answer aright, “ but could not answ'er any 
better.” It appeared to be the faculty of combination that was lost; 
or a congestion of the organ of concentrativencss; a case, differing in 
some respects, from those I have seen published, and furnishing an¬ 
other very striking example of the possibility of one of our cerebral 
faculties or organs being injured or destroyed, while all the others 
remain undisturbed. 

Case Y. Chronic dysentery. —In April, 1827,1 was called to pre¬ 
scribe for Mr. J. E. whose health had been declining for nine or ten 
months, in consequence of chronic dysentery. He was of a remark¬ 
ably hale constitution, and had never known what sickness was till at¬ 
tacked with acute dysentery in autumn 1825. His physician prescrib¬ 
ed nothing but calomel and opium for him in such quantities, that in 
three or four days he was completely salivated, but he was not cured; 
his bowels remained irritable, with occasional violent attacks of tor¬ 
mina and tenesmus, with scanty evacuations, frequently of little else 
than mucus; castor oil and laudanum for a length of time relieved 
his attacks, but they continued returning at shorter intervals, until 
he applied to me, when he had all the symptoms of severe dysentery, 
with the exception of the nausea and sickness of stomach, that fre¬ 
quently or generally attends it, and without any regular fever; he 
had frequently more than a dozen evacuations during twenty-four 
hours, with excessively severe tormina and straining, and never pass¬ 
ing any thing but slime or mucus, sometimes streaked with blood, at 
other times not unless while under the operation of medicine. He 
was losing flesh rapidly, was pale and dejected; his appetite was not 
particularly affected. I commenced treating him with laxatives, as 
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rhubarb in powder, and in its various officinal preparations, with bit¬ 
ter infusions for drink, and a regulated diet: by these means he was 
apparently benefited, but they were found insufficient to cure. I 
then combined absorbing with relaxing medicines and diet, with the 
same result. Tonics, with blisters to the abdomen, and blue mass as an 
alterative, were persevered in for week after week: turpentine julep, 
bals. copaiva, the most powerful astringents; in short, every mode of 
treatment, and every article that my reading, or reflection could sug¬ 
gest, were tried, and all without effect. I finally recommended him 
to Dr. Chapman, but he was absent in the country, and he was re¬ 
commended to Dr. Parrish, with a statement of his case, and treat¬ 
ment that had been pursued; he suggested a perseverance in the means 
in use, with the addition of a salt-water bath; this was faithfully tried, 
till we were satisfied no good resulted from it. I had told Mr. E. that I 
could not do any thing for him more than I had done, and one of his 
friends recommended him to Dr. Ederi.e, than a resident in the city. 
Dr. E. prescribed for him several weeks without any benefit result¬ 
ing- By this time he was emaciated extremely; his weight was re¬ 
duced from 194 to 122 lbs.; he was sallow, and dejected in spirits; 
his disease was progressing, and he had been under constant medical 
treatment for about fifteen months; his ankles and legs to his knees 
were cedematous, and he was evidently verging rapidly to dissolu¬ 
tion. He again applied to me, hoping that I might possibly yet think 
of something that might benefit him. I had told him frankly my opi¬ 
nion of the nature of his disease, that in all probability there were, 
perhaps a number, of ulcers in the intestines, but how to heal them 
I did not know. He stated this to Dr. E. who also told him he be¬ 
lieved it altogether probable that ulcers did exist. I now commenced 
anew- with him. It was now evident, I thought, from his complexion 
and other symptoms, that his liver was implicated materially; an opi¬ 
nion in which my esteemed friend, Dr. Huston, of your city, con¬ 
curred, and I resolved on directing a part of my means to this viscus. 
Accordingly, I introduced a seton over the liver, gave him blue mass, 
five grains, every night, with oil next morning; and Dover’s powders, 
in ten grain doses, to allay the pain, as occasion may require. For¬ 
tunately about this time I received the 4th No. of the American 
Journal of the Medical Sciences, containing a paper on chronic dys¬ 
entery by Dr. J. K. Mitchell, in which gum water with blue mass was 
recommended as having speedily cured several cases of that disease. 
In addition to the above means, gum water for diet and drink were 
urged. He commenced with it, and from that day the pain, and the 
discharges from the bowels were found to be so completely controlled 
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by it, that the further management of the disease was left to the pa¬ 
tient’s own discretion. He did not confine himself strictly to his 
new diet, as his stomach soon rejected the solution of gum in water; 
he then dissolved it in milk, and used largely of it, but he was so 
rejoiced in having obtained command of his affection, that he pro¬ 
longed his recovery by indulgences, which frequently obliged him 
to conform strictly to my directions for a few days, when some 
deviation would aggravate his symptoms again. He however per¬ 
severed for about six or' seven weeks, when he found himself 
materially better, and was satisfied that the means in use would 
effect a cure. He discontinued the use of the gum Arabic, and 
with his blue mass, four or five grains two or three times a week, 
and Dover’s powder pro re nata, continuing the seton in the side, 
he succeeded in curing himself effectually. The blue mass and 
powders were gradually withdrawn in about three months; the seton 
he wore for some months longer, when it was finally withdrawn, all 
the symptoms of disease having disappeared. He enjoys at this time, 
and has for four or five years past, as good health as he did previous 
to his original attack of dysentery. 

Case VI. Poisoning with laudanum .—October 8th, 182", I was 
called to Miss-at live o’clock in the morning. Found her coma¬ 

tose, with deep, slow, stertorous, puffing respiration. Could learn 
nothing about her only that she went to bed as well as usual the even¬ 
ing previous. It was impossible to arouse her by any means; muscu¬ 
lar relaxation complete. What should have occasioned such a state 
of things in a hale young girl, was a mystery at the time. There wa3 
evidently a violent determination to the brain, and I bled her; but I 
had not abstracted more than six ounces before the pulse gave way 
so much as to render it necessary to stop the flow. All that could be 
done was to use sinapisms and frictions, as she could not swallow; 
cold cloths were kept constantly on the head. These were faithfully 
applied, and in twenty minutes, the pulse having filled up, I again 
opened the orifice, and drew about ten ounces more blood, when 
the pulse again failed, and I bound up the arm. I left at 6 
o’clock, after recommending a continuance of tire sinapisms, fric¬ 
tions, and cold to the head. I saw her again at 8 o’clock. But 
very slight alteration had taken place, except now she moaned fre¬ 
quently, and thus evinced some more sign of returning animation. 
The pulse was again full, though soft and yielding: I bled again: the 
pulse held out till about a pound was extracted, when it again failed. 
I again left, with an injunction to persevere in the former external 
applications. I did not see her till five in the afternoon: on my entering 
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iYZ ? e a » d 7r Cd Ah d0ct0r ’ 1 ne ' cr intended to have 

an hour T7 v , « “ Str ° ns labour ’ and in less than half 

t " 1 1: |, ‘ 6 ,VCrCd ' ,er ° f “ fine , bo - v - Th <= history of the case was, 

to cnnL. > rr c r snant ’ th0Ugh she had 50 artfully managed 
to conceal it, that not a person about the house suspected it; in fact, 

ietd^Tn VaSCnt,ry r b r J0, , ldSUSpici0n - ®he now informed us, that 
e had taken on ounce of laudanum in a tea-cupful of whiskey, with 

thei determ,nation of destroying herself; but she was thwarted in her 
esi ns, married the father of her infant, and makes a valuable wife, 
this case, had I known that laudanum had been taken, I should 

■rr r 1 , e , rcnl,y in tbe 4reatment > b ut certainly not more 
effectually; the whole ounce of laudanum, (I was shown the ounce 

aDd she “ S “ " aS ful, 0 rewaine * 1 the stomach, pro¬ 

ducing its usual effects on the brain and nerves, and I account for 
the success attending the treatment, by supposing the repeated blced- 
mgs ami cold applications, to have kept down the determination to 
the bram so far as to prevent any serious injury there, while the con¬ 
stant frictions with whiskey and Cayenne, together with the sina¬ 
pisms, aided m keeping up the circulation in the extremities and sur¬ 
face, and thus enabled nature to triumph over the effects of the liquid 
poison. By care, and the usual means that would suggest themselves 
to any one accustomed to treating disease, she was completely re¬ 
lieved from every effect of it in five days. 

Chester, August 5th, 1833. 


Aut. V. On the Forces by which the Blood is Circulated. I5y 
Mauhice Fitz Gibbo.v, M. D. 

1 HE powers which circulate the blood, have been subjects of in¬ 
quiry ever since the great discovery of the circulation, and numerous 
are the opinions that have been offered to account for the motion of 
tins fluid; and yet it may be fairly asked, what do we really know 
on which there rests no doubt in addition to these facts, that the 
blood is circulated, and that it acquires motion by the contraction of 
the heart. It is true we do know a little more, but this little has 
Decti, 1 think, greatly overrated, both in respect to its importance, 
and the degree of certainty which is attached to it. 

Notwithstanding all that has been said on the subject of the dias- 



